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To the FREEHOLDERS of the County of YORK. 
mM“ laft Paper informed you, that many Counties having pe- 


titioned the Houfe of Commons, and, after your Example, 
appointed Committeés ** to prepare a Plan of A ffociation 
to fupport the defired Reform, and fuch other Meafures as might 
conduce to the Freedom of Parliament;” thefe feveral Committees 
had again appointed Deputies to meet and confer in London, that 
fo the Plan, to be prefented to their refpective Counties, might not 
only be the more perfect, but come, before them with a more con- 
fident Hope of being approved, when it fhould appear to be not 
the Senfe of any particular Diftrict, but a Plan digefted by the 
united Wifdom, and likely to be maintained by the united Perfe- 
verance, of more than half the Kingdom. —_’ 

When you met before, you were only a fingle County, acting in 
your individual Capacity; the Meafures you purfued were furmed 
among yourfelves, and you could then promife them only the Fur- 
therance that Yorkfhire alone was able to beftow., Their Wifdom, 
however, was foon perceived, and you were accordingly foon given to 
underftand, that your manly Efforts fhould not remain long unaf- 
fitted. Your Petition, which both in Matter and Writing does you 
the higheft Honour, was almoft univerfally adopted; and, inflead 
of continuing a folitary County, in a little Time you found your- 
felves an important Member of a great National Alliance, formed 
for the glorious Purpofe of redrefling the oppreflive Grievances, ré- 
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trieving the calamitous and impoverifhed Condition, and, by a 
Check to the unconftitutional Influence of the Crown, of vindicat- 
ing the invaded Rights and Liberties of your Country. 

It is in this Character, therefore; that you are henceforward to 
confider yourfelves, for in this Character it is that you are now gene- 
rally confidered. Inthe Plan propofed you have no longer an indi- 
vidual Intereft, you are one of many Counties that havea lready 
concurred with you, and will now rejoice in your Concurrence. The 
original Propefition was your own, and how you are called upon to 
give it Effect. It is the Nation that demands your Support of Mea- 
{ures which yourown Conduct firft roufed her to putiue, and from 
which you taught her to hope for 4 happy Iffue out of her heavy 
Afflictions. You firft awaked your Country from the Indolence of 
Defpair, and the this Day calls upon you to confirm the Hopes you 
have imparted. 

As the Calamities we at prefent fuftain unqueftionably proceed 
from the eafy Compliance of Parliament with the Requifitions of 
the Crown, and as it is the Duty of thofe who reprefent the 
People to tefufe their Sanction to any Meafure of Government 
that threatens, much more that inflicts immediate Ruin, we 
muft neceflarily fuppofe that Parliament, in promoting the de- 
ftructive Syftem that now overwhelms us, has come under an In- 
fluence that reftrains its Freedom : When we {peak therefore of refto- 
ring the Freedom of Parliament, it is {ufficiently obvious that a Check 
to the unconftitutional Influence of the Crown is always implied ; 
for till that Influence be effectually counteraéted it is an idle Ex- 
pectation to hope for the Freedom of our Legiflature. In the Con- 
finement of the Crown within its juft Limits, the Freedom of Par- 
liament is equally implied: But to purify the Parliament is imme- 
diately within our own Reach and Power, while its Purification is 
the only Medium by whith we can reach and cleanfe the Crown. 

The Formation of oné of the Houfes of Parliament, and confe- 
quently a legitimate Influence over the Members that compofe it, is 
entirely in your Hands. You are not only free to inftrua& them af- 
ter they have taken their Seats, but you have a Right (the Exer- 
cife of which is likely to be much more regarded) of prefcribing 
the Conditions on which you will depute particular Men to repre- 
fent you. 

Now it is extremely probable that, if you were to propound 
Conditions, you would require from your Candidate that he thould 
not take Bribes to betray your Intereft, and that he fhould keep 
himfelf unbiafled by every Species of private Influence. But Ex- 
perience fliews it to be alfo probable, that without Security taken 
to enforce the Performance, the Engagements would be infringed, 
and your Inftructions neglected. To enforce the Probity and Re- 
{pect of your Reprefentatives therefore is your Part, and for this 


Purpofe it is neceffary to determine what Security you will aecepe 
of 
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of as moft likely to infure them: For till this is done nothing tan 
be effected; while on the contrary a judicious Choice of the Mode 
by which you mean to render the Houfe of Commons, what it fhould 
be, the popular Part of our Legiflature, will of itfelf effe& every 
Objet of your Petition. It will reftore Independency to Parlia- 
ment, and confequently obtain a due Correction of the grofs Abufes 
in the Expenditure of Public Money; it will reduce the exorbitant 
Emoluments of Office, which are now the Price of Parliamentary 
Concurrence; it will refcind the Penfion for which a proitituted 
Vote is the only Plea of Merit; and appropriate to the State that 
Portion of the national Wealth which your Reprefentatives will no 
longer be in a Capacity of appropriating to themfelves. The Mea, 
fure which appears then the moft likely to operate with Effect to 


this great and comprehenfive End, is an Abridgement of the Due - 


ration of Parliament; If it appear to you likewife in this Light; 
you will probably adopt it, and make it an Article in your Afloci- 
ation, which, fo far as this goes, no Man will deny to ftand upon 
the moft legal and conftitutional; and eveh upon the moft pacific, 
Grounds. . | 
So long as a Seat in Parliament fhall continue to be an Object of 
Defire, the Electors miuft be refpectable in the Eye of the Candidate, 
in Proportion to the Power he enjoys to confer or withhold it. The 
more frequently therefcre this Power returns to you, the, greater 
muft be the Influence you will naturally poffefs. Your Delegate, 
when he knows that your future Suffrage depends on his faithful 
Difcharge of the Truft you have already repofed, will find it his 
beft Intereft faithfully to difcharge it. It is therefore your Duty to 
fhorten the Duration of Parliaments, in order to bring your Repre- 
fentatives in Reality toreprefent you. From the corruptible Wretch 
who ‘fhall fell his triennial Voice for a Bribe of any Denomination; 
you may, on the Expiration of his Term, refume the Power you had 
before conferred. But this is not all, for even the headlong Extra 
vagance of Government would hefitate to buy, when the Act of Pur- 
chafe may much impair, nay probably annihilate the Value of the 
Commodity: The Bargain muft inftantaneoufly incur the Lofs of 
your creative Confidence, and even Government is not fo blind but 
it would perceive this to be a Lofs which would deprive the Mini- 
fter of any very permanent Poffeffion in the Services of his purcha- 
fed Traitor. In the End; therefore, we may reafonably hope that a 
Seat in Parliament will ceafe to continue an Object of Deftre to all 
but thofe who, from a real Dignity of Mind, wifh to occupy it 
for the Advantage of their Country, for this plain and con(titutional 
Reafon, that a Seat in Parliament miuft ceafe to be any longer an 
Inftrument of depraved Ambition and Avarice. The legal and natural 
Dependence of every Reprefentative upon his Conftituent is thus in- 
fured, and may therefore be juftly confidered as an ample Security 
for the faithful Exercife of that Power which fhall be delegated to 
his Hands. | | | 
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To effect, however, this great End of all our Defires, in the firft 
Inftance I grant to ‘be'extremely difficult, becaufe the Man you re- 
turn to Parliament upon the prefent Eftablifhment, you return for 
fevén Years, and confequently without that Security on which alone 
‘we ‘can venture to rely. But in order to remedy this Defect I 
would make it a Condition, and, without a full Compliance, no 
Member ‘of the prefent Parliament fhould ever receive my Vote 
again; that a Bill for fhortening the Daration of Parliaments thall 
be brought into, and carried through the Houfe of Commons without 
another Hour’s ufineceflary Delay. The prefent Parliament is within 
fomewhat lefs than two Years of its natural Expiration, your De- 
mands will confequently have a fimilar Operation on the Members 
who compofe it, as on the Members of a Parliament originally confti- 
tuted for a fhort Term; and their Condu@, under the Initructions 
of the People, will afford fome Argument to prove or difprove the 
Value of the Meafure propofed for your Adoption: For I would 
confider this Obedience or Neglect of the Inftrutions of the People 
as a Species of Teft, and within the Termis of your Affociation would 
comprehend a determined Refolution never again to return that Man 
who does not take an immediate atid an active Partin the Formation 
or Support of a Law to fhorten the Duration of Parliaments. 

And here I cannot avoid remarking on a Circumftance from which 
we imay happily derive a Prefage ot our good Succefs; for furely 
the prefent Condu& of many Members of the Houle of Commons, 
particulatly of thofe who reprefent the Counties, affords an irre- 
fragable Proof, that contracting the Term at prefent allotted to 
Parliaments would be 4 Means of prefetving the Conftitution: For 
granting that Parliament may not be immediately diffolved (which 
Rolteter is apprehended) ; yet, as I remarked before, it muft, of 
Courfe, foon come to its Period. Your Petitions, it is true, have 
been treated with Contempt; almoft every Article in a Bill pro- 
pofed by Mr. Burke, for the Purpofe of raifing a Revenue by 
Oceconomy, inftead of grievous Impofitions on the People, have 
received a Minifterial Negative; a Lawyer, whofe profeffional 
Knowledge, Want of Experience, and defective Abilities, declares 
him inadequate to the chief Seat in a Court of Juftice, for which 
he has neverthelefs offered his Money, has had the Effrontety to 
place the Influence of the Crown over your Delegates, in Compe- 
tition with the Influence of your Petitions; and has dared, as Ad- 
vocate for the former, to declare, that ‘it is the Virtue of the 
Houfe to refift the Voice of the People ;” the Minifter has himfelf 
avowed a Refolution to refift you, and, in a grievous Catalogue of 
Taxes, has actually begun to carry his Threats into Execution: And 

yet I am bold to fay, that there have lately appeared fome Symp- 
toms of Deference to the People; and that either the Terror of their 
Difpleafure, or the Expectation of their future Favour, has had a 
very vifible Operation on thofe Members who have been returned 
to 
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to the Houfe of Commons by their Voices; a few Exceptions be- 
ing firft allowed, the County-Reprefentatives throughout the King- 
dom have, in a few recent Inftances, thrown off the Minifterial 
Yoke, and obeyed the popular Voice; to their Concurrence there- 


fore it is due that the Board of Trade has ina full Committee been, 


voted a fuperfluous Charge, and that‘a Bill for excluding Contra¢tors 
from the Legiflature has actually been carried through the Houle of 


Commons. It is therefore now your Time to make Uf of the Pare, 


liamentary Intereft you for a Moment poffefs,. exert it to perpetuate 


itfelf ; feize then the fortunate Moment ; the Taxes are not yet grant=_ 


ed; let your Rapidity therefore get the Start of a poffible Diffolution 


of Parliament, which can only be intended now in order to obtain a 


{péedy Return of a new Houfe of Commons, which may be then 


at feven Years Diftance from the Neceflity of courting the Favour. 


of their Conftituents again, and confequently at Liberty, during 
the firft five or fix, to make their Court to the Crown, whofe In- 
fluence will therefore thus long increafe without a popular Compe- 
tition. Your Intereft then, the Intereft of your Coungry, and 


confequently your Duty it is to abridge the Duration of Parliaments, - 
and thus compel your Reprefentatives truly toreprefent you. The 
Man who fhall fell his brief Term of three Years for fome paltry | 


Stipulation, you may in the End reje@t for ever from a Seat in your 
Name. ” tsa: aiktpeadh cake ook dace 

But who, alas! are we? you will cry: And what are the Mem- 
bers that are fent to Parliament by the Freeholders of the Kingdom, 
when compared with the Repielentatives’ bf Cities and Boroughs, 
who are altogether exempt from our Control? But few I will grants 
but is there ne Remedy to be found for this Evil? Yes; encreafe 
the Number of thofe who are deputed by your Voice, and let 
the Knights be multiplied to a Balance with the Citizens and 
Burgeffes in Parliament. Suppofe the latter to be even an uninflu- 
enced Body, ‘yet ftill this. Demand would not be unfeafonable. 
Out of 513 Members you are immediately reprefented by no more 
than 92, while a Number of Perfons, who bear no Manner of con- 
ceivable Proportion to you, depute no lefs a Body than 421 Re- 
prefentatives. But oh, Heavens! what is the real Situation of the 
Borough Intereft in the Legiflature of this Kingdom, is it fuch as 


will warrant us to fay, that it ought to ftand upon a Balance with 


yours? furely not, for though, by an Aéct paffed under a Prince 
whofe Weaknefs at length brought on his Ruin, the Poffeffion of 
aos. 4 Year was made a neceflary Qualification to give an Englith- 
man a Right to chufe his Reprefentative ; and though by the Means 
of this Law, which fo greatly contracted the Extent of Englifh Free- 


dom, the Number of our Freeholders does not now far exceed Two. 


Hundred Thoufand Men; yet even fo, their Claim muft ftand fu- 
perior to that of about Six Thoufand Voters, who make the Ma- 
jority in One Hundred and Twenty-nine Boroughs, which are at 
the Difpofal of the Crown or Peerage, and who, by returning to 
Parliament no lefs than Two Hundred and Fifty-feven Members, 
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are actually the Conftituents of a confiderable Majority of the 
Englifh Houfe of Commons. From the unvaried Support of thefe 
it is that Adminiftration has derived the Confidence to deride your 
Petitions, for ‘though your own immediate Reprefentatives are not 
too oftén on the popular Side of the Queftion, yet in the prefent 
Inftance ‘they have obeyed your Inftructions, and acting under the 
Apprehenfions of an approaching General Election, and contequent- 
ly with Reference to your Favour, have at once exemplified the 
good Effect of fhortening the Duration of Parliament, and of add- 
ing to the Number of thofe who derive their legiflitive Power 
from your Appointment. It will become you therefore to make 
an Addition to the prefent Number of County.Members a farther 
Article of Demand, and to fupport this alfo with the Weight of 
your Affociation. To that Man who thall refufe to exert his bett 
Endeavours in the prefent Parliament to obtain this great Object of 
our Defires, I would refolve never to contribute a Vote to make 

him our Reprefentative; let him never again be returned to Par~ 
liament, his Heart is not with you.. If he does not with to increafe 
your Strength, he in Reality unites himfelf with thofe venal Bo- 
roughs which have given-Strength to the uncenititutional Influence 
.of the Crown. ¥. . etSic rn 

What the additional Number of your Reprefentatives ought to be, 
or in.what Manner to be chofen,.I will not prefume to dictate: 
The Propofals that are to come from your Committee have been 
well weighed, dnd deferve. your Adoption. In the 48th of King 
Henry Ill. every County fent four Knights to Parliament: This. 
may perhaps exceed the Proportion now to be defired ; it will how- 
éver prove, that there is no invincible Argument to be drawn from 
Prefcription againft an Enlargement of the Number to which they 
feem now to be confined. | 

By a fteady Purfuit of thefe two gfeat Objects alone, I conceive it 
poffible to reftore the Freedom of Parliament, and by the Freedom 
of Parliament alone, I conceive it poffible to correct the Abufes in 
the Expenditure of Public Money, or to reftrain that public Extra- 
vagance that has been fuffered, without Account or Enquiry, to effect 
the Ruin of even our private Property, to grant, to appropriate, 
and to control the Application of Sums granted from the public 
Purfe, is a Power delegated by the People to the Houfe of Com- 
mons; the popular Confequence in that Houfe muft therefore be 
the beft Security for a due Exercife of that Power, and confequently 
the utmoft Purity fhould be preferved.—I know not whether. the 
Probability of Diffenfion between the Crown and Subje@ may not 
be ftarted here as an Objection to the Meafures that I have propofed ; 
if fo, I only defire to anfwer in the Words of the Statute, by which, 
in a Reign of ever-glorious Memory, Parliaments were formerly 
limited to three Years; and which fays, that <* frequent and new 
Parliaments tend very much'to the happy Union and good Agree- 


ment of King and People.” 











